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BAXTER SPRINGS, CHEROKEE COUNTY, KANSAS, THURSDAY, DECEMBER 6, 1917
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Producers Prefer Old Time Con-
ditions and Believe End of
War Will Bring Much
Improvement

There is no war prosperity for
this district now, so far as the pro-
ducers of zinc and lead ores are con-
cerned, says the Joplin Globe. They
would much prefer that conditions
were as they were before the war,
and they will be glad when the price
of zine ore drops to its ante bellum
price, provided mining costs drop at
the same time to what they were
previous to 1914,

One of the commonest objections
to be met by those promoting min-
ing transactions is seme such argu-
ment as this: “Yes, 1 can see your
mmﬂﬁmuugoodmm.ht
what will happen when the war is
over?” Which shows that people
generally have not figured out that
gine and lead mining just mnow,
though still profitable, is not as
profitable as before the war, nor as
profitable as it will be when the war
ends and nprmal conditions once

more prevail. -
It is easy to prove the correctness
of this proposition. In the years

1912, 1918 and 1914 the total pro-
duction of lead and zinc ore in the
district amounted to 986,904 tons,
with a total estimated value of $44,-
§48,712, or an average value of
$45.16 per ton during these years.
Up to November 15, 1917, a total of
466,310 tons of concentrates were
produced for a total value of §33,-
862,508. This gives an average value
of $71.51, or 68 per cent higher than
for the three years before the war.

But while this average price of ore
was s0 much higher, it has been more
than offset by the increase in mining
costs, Reliable estimates place the
_awwmmdhbo;thh
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of supplies, 96 per cent; of total op-
erating charges, 80 per cent, and of
investment, 100 per cent. .

Thus, while the average cost of op-
erating in the Oklahomh field in
1912-18-14 was $1.05, now it is $1.89.

These costs, it should be noted,
take no account of interest, deprecia-
tion or depfetion charges.

A concrete example showing that
it will be more attractive to mine
#when prewar conditions again prevail
than it is now, may serve to prove
the proposition more clearly.

Suppose an investment of $150,000
in the Oklahoma field in 1912 or 1913.
If the dirt gave a 3 per cent Tecovery,
which, of eourse, is close to the low-
est for the field, and a 156 per cent
royalty was paid, there should have
resulted a profit of $24,264, or 18 per
cent on the investment for the year.
It figures like this. At that time a
$150,000 investment would have
bought two 400-ton mills and in 800

ton, or for the 240,000 tons $262,000
which, deducted from the total in-

DAILY STARTS NEXT MONDAY
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give the people a good ,wide awake
little daily paper apd we want the
good people to help us. Bring in and
telephone news items to us. We want
to print all the news but in ourselves
can cover only a limited amount of
territory, so we must depend upon
our resders to see that we are in-
formed about what is happening in
every part of the city and vicinity.

We want to reach every home for a
few days with the daily and shall try
our best to do so; but if you should
fail to find the paper on your door-
step next Monday night, come to the
office and get a copy and tell us
where you live.,

MANY BUY COWS

That the dairy fever seems to have
struck the vicinity of Baxter Springs
is shown by the fact that many of the
farmers have purchased pure bred
stock from Fred Dutcher of Wiscon-
sin, who will ship the cows direct
from his home., Among those who
have bought cows are: Francis Qua-
paw Goodeagle, five; J. 0. Chubb,
five, and Mr. Lamb, ten.

SHAFTS AT CRESTLINE

Three shafts are being sunk, eight
miles north of Baxter Springs, in the
Crestline district. The drill cuttings
indicated paying ore on the Ellis,
Newton and Lyleria places.

STAER BONDS AT
T0 B HED 1P

Requirements of Bonding Com-
pany To Be Met By City
At A Special Meeting
of Council

Grant Waggoner, city attorney,
was in Wichita Monday in consulta-

Mr. Cowan, Mr. Waggoner
in getting several minor matters
cleared up, so the money on the bonds
will hereafter be available as fast as

THE' WATER QUESTION

who is now seeking a franchise from
the city for a water plant, can offer
& reasonable ples of extenuating cir-
cumstances as an excuse for the very
poor water service the city has re-
ceived at his hands for the past sev-
eral weeks.

The News invited Mr. Bilger to
give the paper for publication, his
view of the presgnt unsatisfactory

lFETY AND SANF-
TATION FOR MINERS

Operators Take Steps to Form
Association and Erect Club
House for Meetings—
Met at Miami

The newly organized Oklahoma and
Kansas Mine Safety and Sanitation
association met at Miami Monday

" | noon in its new temporary club house,

Third and Connell avenue, says the
Daily Record-Herald.

The official name of this mine op-
erator's organization has not been se-
lected, but the matter was placed in
the hands of & committee composed
of Messrs. Wallower, Bendalari, Von
Borries, Tuthill and Newton.

A. E. Bendalari, manager of the
Eagle-Picher Lead Company,
sided as chairman. This was their
second meeting, the first being in
the offices of the Admiralty mine,
Douthat, recently.

The organization is to be incorpo-
rated as soon as a name is agreed
upon, and the charter membership
fee was placed at $2560. Thirteen
companies and several individual op-
erators have signed for membership,
among who are the following:

Eagle-Picher, Admiralty, Sinden
Zine, Golden Rod, Good Eagle,
Church and Wright, Ann Beaver
company, William Foster White, Un-
derwriters Land, Bilharz, American
Metal and Commerce Mining and

Royalty company.
Messrs. Chapman, Bendalari, Brin-
ton, Rakowsky and Tuthill were

named on the finance committee.

The erection of a permanent club
house on the Blue Mound has been
suggested, and it is planned to se-
cure $25,000 in charter membership
fees, which would make the plan pos-
sible.

Messrs. Draper, Warren, Huttig,
Marcum and Potter were appointed
on the membership committee.

A noon-day luncheon was served

A WONDERFUL STRIKE

Sixth Drill Hole Maintains Av-

erage That Has Never
Been Exvelled

On the R. 0. Thomas farm, about
three miles southwest of Baxter, the

a sensational strike was made abou!
three weeks ago, the drill going
an 180 foot face of ore, 15
whi

i

:
:
E
1

X3
7
F
82
¥
g
2
At T

g’_B’
F
i

;
ol

§
g

E
;

1]
]
11

i

Th
B

A
1
¢
g
i
¥
:

;
:
E
1

|
:

i

15
3
4
s
£
&les

3 B
I
4
é!

¥
[

i
z
§

it

g
;

!

|
i

i

HPPEAL OB HELP
N PGHER g

'Committee Urges Baxter People
| Who Use Road to Do His
Share in Rebuilding It
—Work Sunday

The News has received for publi-
cation the following communication
from the committee in charge of re-
building the Baxter-Picher road:

“The men in charge of the rebuild-
ing of the road between Baxter and
Picher wish to thank all those who
helped in the work last Sunday. Also
to thank the business men of Bax-
ter for the way they indorsed the
movement. If the writer is not mis-
taken just two Baxter business houses
were represented last Sunday and
about four single hands were on the
job to offer their assistance. The
writer thinks that the call for help
in building roads in the Baxter ter-
ritory should receive more of an in-
dorsement than has thus far been ex-
tended by the business people of Bax-
ter.

“We wish also to inform the read-
ers of the News that we are going to
gravel again next Sunday and will
need about fifty single hands to take
care of the trucks that will be-on the
job. We shall also need every truck
in Baxter to make this movement &
success and we feel that every person
who has occasion to travel over this
road ought to realize the importance
of having it well graveled and kept
in good condition.

“If we can make this movement &
success we shall be able to save &
large sum of money every day that
this co-operative plan is used; so let
every man who is interested make it
a point to either be on the job him-
solf or send a man out to help put
Baxter on the map.

“The work that was accomplished
last Sunday was & wonderful start;
160 yards of gravel were hauled and
we were able to make the west road
passable until we can get more grav-
el hauled.”

Below is a list of the volunters
who worked last Sunday:

Joplin Supply Co., Joplin.....4 trucks

Hercules Powder Co., ...ce.s 2 trucks

United Iron Cou.cocreenned trUCK

Rogers Foundry, ... 8 trucks

Sohosky Mchy. Co. 1 truck

City Transfer Co. ..oooooovne 1 truck

Webb City

Central ‘Foundry ... .1 truck
Picher

Atlas Powder Co. ... A truck
Galena

Galens Wholesale Gro. Co. .3 trucks

Single Hands

b |

situation, but he did not avail himself
of the opportunity.

The News wants to injure no per-
son, and its purpose is to state only
facts; but we consider it a public duty
to do all we can to insure for the city
a good water supply and at & cost
that will be fair to the consumer.
And to make sure of having good
water and plenty of it st a reason-
able price we insist that the people
must own and operate their own wat-
er plant,

To substantiate this claim we would
again eall attention to the fact that
according to an official statement
now on our desk, in the state of Kan-
sas just 13 cities and villages includ-
ing Baxter, have water plants oper-
ated by private companies. The oth-
ers to the number of several hundred,
all are owned and operated by the
people, and the cost of water to the
consumer is very much lower on the
average than Mr. Bilger wants to ex-
act from the people of this city. Sure-
ly the property owners of Baxter
ought to open their eyes and get be-
hind the movement for a municipal
water system,

HOSPITAL AT PICHER

The thirty-five bed hospital, which
is dow being built at Picher, will be
opened formally about December 16,
according to Dr. D. L. Connell, pro-
prietor of the institution.

Modern appliances will be used in
the hospital and.an ambulance service
will be maintained by an undertaking

will be patronized
Treece, Century,
and other mining
trict.

POOR MACHINERY--
NOT THE ENGINEES

Shutting Off Water During
Night Not Because of In-
attention to Duty—
the Reason

Last week the News printed an ar-
ticle concerning the water plant and
in it it stated that one man went to
the plant and awakened the engineer
to have him turn on the water. While
the statement was true in general,
there was a reason for it and we are
glad to have the opportunity to print
the truth today:

On account of s breskage in the

storage. It was saved to turn on at
five o'clock in the morning so that
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Usually there are two sides to a
question, and no doubt Mr. Bilger,
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sent a sample of their to
Colo., to be assayed for other
als with the result that this assay
closed values of $15.00 in gold, §6
silver and $9 in potash to the ton.
The process for the recovery of
ore is said to be a new one. It ve-
quires no smelting and when it comes
from the contractor it is ready for
the market. It is reported that the
Indian Queen Mining company is al-
ready sinking a shaft and will install
the new process of separating ore.

PART OF KANE LEASE SOLD

L
A three-eighth interest of the
Amos Freeman lease on the Eli Kano
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PITTSBURG-MIAMI
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The old Red Bird mill is being mov.
ed from its old place in the Carthage
district to this mining field by Clask
& Cole of Tar River, where they will
reaspemble it on their leass. Twe
shafts on this lease are down to the
ore bedy.
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